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Thank you for joining us today! 

• Rep. Jess Hanson, she/her

• State Representative for District 56A, Savage and NW Burnsville (1st term)

• B.S. in Social Work from St Catherine University

• M.A. in Advocacy & Political Leadership from Metropolitan State University

• Former Exec Director at the Minnesota Campaign for Full Legalization 
• Oganized over 10,000 Minnesotans to promote full legalization through civic engagement 

(2018-2020)

• Co-Author of HF600 in the 2021 Legislative Session
• Working alongside the leadership of Majority Leader Ryan Winkler, a majority of Democrats, 

and a growing number of Republicans who support ending prohibition



• History of Prohibition
• Progress of legalization
• Who supports it? 
• Who has collaborated in MN? 
• What are the goals of our legal market and the key findings 

of community conversations? 
• What does HF600 seek to accomplish? 
• Resources and references

Preview of today’s presentation



The beginning of prohibition
• After 5000+ years of human use, the US enacted cannabis prohibition and began to 

criminalize its possession and use. 

• 1930: President Hoover appointed Mr. Harry Anslinger as the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics (the DEA today) who served until 1962

• 1931: 29 states prohibited cannabis. The prison industrial complex was also born.

• 1937: Cannabis was prohibited nationwide. 

• 1951: The Boggs Act passed and required mandatory sentencing and various state 
laws that further criminalized substance use.

• 1970: Controlled Substances Act passed and cannabis became a Schedule I drug like 
cocaine. President Nixon announced the “War on Drugs” alongside his aide, John 
Ehrlichman.

• 1978: Decriminalization passed in 10 states including Minnesota (small amounts only)
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Content Warning: 
The next slide 

includes atrocious,
dehumanizing, and 
racist quotes from 

Mr. Anslinger. 



“There are 100,000 total marijuana smokers in the US, and most are N***s, Hispanics, 
Filipinos and entertainers. Their Satanic music, jazz and swing, result from marijuana usage. 
This marijuana causes white women to seek sexual relations with N***s, entertainers and 

any others.”

“Marijuana is the most violence-causing 
drug in the history of mankind.”

“The primary reason to outlaw marijuana is its 
effect on the degenerate races.”

“Reefer makes darkies think they're as good 
as white men.”

“Doctors cannot treat addicts even if they wish to.”
“Tough judges [should not be] not afraid to throw 

killer-pushers into prison and throw away the key.”

“You smoke a joint and you’re 
likely to kill your brother.”



Prohibition was one of the many ways racism, bias, 
oppression, and discrimination were enforced and 

empowered in the United States.

“We knew we couldn't make it illegal to be either against the war or 
black, but by getting the public to associate the hippies with 

marijuana and blacks with heroin, and then criminalizing both 
heavily, we could disrupt those communities.”

-President Nixon’s aide, John Ehrlichman in 2016 in response to the launch of the War on 
Drugs in the 1970s 



What should Minnesota do about cannabis?
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What should Minnesota do about cannabis?
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Minnesota’s policy 
remains the same while 

the national landscape is 
rapidly changing.



Over 2/3 
of Americans 

support 
cannabis 

legalization 
(Pew Research Polling 2019)



15.9% of MN adults
consume cannabis

680,000+

“Marijuana Use in the Past Year”  as reported by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey 

on Drug Use and Health, 2016, 2017, and 2018



Some of the problems existing cannabis 
laws…
•Racial disparities in enforcement
•Lack of regulation that puts consumers at 
risk

•Access for veterans is limited
•Resources spent on ineffective enforcement
•Infringement on personal freedom



What’s happened so far?

• Be Heard on Cannabis Tour went to 15 cities to 
hear from over 1,000 Minnesotans in 2019-2020

• HF600 and SF757 were introduced this year in the 
MN Legislature in 2021 after collaboration with 
community members and other stakeholders

• HF600 was heard in several committees and 
passed in the House with bipartisan support. 
SF757 died in the Senate in 2021



Who has collaborated?
• American Psychiatric Association

• Association of Minnesota Counties

• Campaign for Full Legalization

• Education Minnesota

• League of Minnesota Cities

• MARRCH

• Minnesota County Attorneys Association

• Minnesota Medical Association

• Minnesota Nurses Association

• Minnesota Minority Business Association

• Minnesota Police Chiefs

• Minnesota Sheriffs Association

• Minnesota Social Work Association

• Minnesota Veterans for Cannabis

• Minnesotans for the Responsible 
Regulation of Marijuana

• MN NORML

• National Association of Mental Illness

• Sensible Minnesota

• United Food and Commercial Workers

• Many More+



Who has collaborated?

• Department of Agriculture 

• Department of Commerce

• Department of Corrections

• Department of Education

• Department of Employment and 
Economic Development

• Department of Health 

• Department of Health 

• Department of Human Rights

• Department of Human Services 

• Department of Labor and Industry

• Department of Public Safety

• Department of Revenue

• Minnesota Management and Budget



Goals

•Build the best model for full legalization in the 
nation with a market that is just, equitable, and 
responsibly accessible. 

•Establish a regulatory market that is built by and 
for Minnesotans.



KEY FINDINGS











MESSAGING
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THE FULL 

BILL 
SUMMARY



Regulating Body

• Establish a Cannabis Management Board (CMB) 
regulating body & Advisory Council 

• Staggered terms 

• Diverse experiences

• Reports and studies

• Manage a statewide monitoring system

• Approve products

• Oversee the licensing and the overall market



License Types

• Cultivator

• Manufacturer

• Retailer

• Wholesaler

• Transporter

• Testing facility

• Microbusiness

• Event organizer

• Delivery service

• Medical business

Did you know? Home growing and some vertical integration is supported.



Business Development

• Establishes an application 
process & fee of $250

• Enacts inspections

• Enacts violations & penalties

• Enforces business ownership 
requirements

• Business Development Grants

Did you know?  We want Minnesotans to benefit from this before big Marijuana. 



Local Control

• Outlaws prohibition

• Supports reasonable restrictions

• Permits studies 

• Creates a complaint process with 
CMB

• ness ownership requirements

• Business Development Grants

Did you know? Inadequate local controls won’t shut down the illicit market.  



Oversight and Accountability

• Consumption locations

• Clinical trials 

• Testing 

• Packaging & Labeling

• Advertisement limits

Did you know? We’re learning from CO and won’t tolerate products marketed toward children.  



Equity Goals 

• Veterans 

• Low Income community 
members similar to federal 
opportunity zones

• Community grants 

• Substance Use Disorder council

• Worker & employer protections

Did you know?  Correcting the wrongs of the past leads to better outcomes.



Taxes

• 10% retail tax

• Subject to sales tax

• Exempts medical cannabis

• Exempts sales tax for the 
purchase of equipment for 
cultivation

Did you know?  A tax rate too high can allow the illicit market to thrive. 



Safety Measures

• Regulates edible cannabis 
products

• Establishes criminal penalties for 
violation within a legal market

• Restricted to 21+ purchasers

• Data privacy

• Education programs

Did you know?  Youth use tends to reduce in legal states. 



Justice Measures 

• Automatic expungement & 
vacate/dismiss of non-felony 
charges

• Expungement Board to review of 
felony charges & resentencing

• Removes the restriction that 
prohibits eligibility for state 
programs

• Reschedules from class I to class 
III



Want to be heard on cannabis? 

• Testify at a committee hearing

• Talk to friends and neighbors

• Offer suggestions on the legislation

• Share your support on social media with #LegalizeMN

Sign up for updates and news about HF600 at 
www.house.mn/cannabis/

Contact your elected officials. Find yours 
here www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/



Additional References & Resources
MN Legislative Reference Library: Cannabis Issue Resource Guide 
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/guides/guides?issue=cannabis

National Conference of State Legislators (NCSL): 

• Overview https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/marijuana-overview.aspx

• Deep Dive on Marijuana https://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/marijuana-deep-
dive.aspx

CATO Institute: The Effect of State Marijuana Legalization 2020 Update 
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/2021-01/PA908.pdf

National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) https://norml.org/marijuana/

https://www.lrl.mn.gov/guides/guides?issue=cannabis
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/marijuana-overview.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/marijuana-deep-dive.aspx
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/2021-01/PA908.pdf
https://norml.org/marijuana/
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