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‘It’s Insidious’: How Juul Pitched E-Cigs to 
Native American Tribes 

 

Time Magazine, February 6, 2020 

 





On December 20, 2018, Altria, one of the world's largest cigarette 
manufacturers, bought 35% of Juul for $12.8 billion. 

 According to Wells Fargo, the deal valued Juul Labs at $38 billion. 



“Raising the legal minimum age for cigarette purchase to 21 
could gut our key young adult market (17-20) where we sell 
about 25 billion cigarettes and enjoy a 70% market share. 

 

”-Philip Morris, largest tobacco company in the US 



Agenda 
● Smell Test Activity  
● The Rise of E-Cigarette and Vaping 
● Federal update 
● Marketing to a New Generation 
● Emerging Concerns 
● Scott County Minnesota Student Survey data 
● Shakopee High student story  
● Call to Action  

 



The Rise of E-
Cigarettes & Vaping 
 



Evolution of E-Cigarettes 

3rd Generation 4th Generation 



How to Vape  
How to Vape - ZB Vape School 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jf4beYmOimc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jf4beYmOimc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jf4beYmOimc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jf4beYmOimc


Thousands of flavors that appeal to kids 



E-liquid components 



The Rise of JUUL & E-Cigarette 
Epidemic  
● The amount of nicotine in one 

JUUL “pod” is equal to one pack 
of cigarettes. 

 
● 63% of young JUUL users do not 

realize it always contains nicotine. 
 
● 80% of 15-to-24-year-olds who 

try JUUL continue using the 
product. 

 



Marketing to a New 
Generation 



Tobacco Industry Marketing 

● The tobacco industry spends $117.8 
million on marketing each year in 
Minnesota. 

● 89% of students had seen ads 
promoting e-cigarettes in the past 
30 days. 

● 40% had seen ads on the internet, 
39% on TV 

 



Social Media 



Social Media 



Social Media 



Emerging Concerns 



Increased risk of addiction to tobacco, drugs, and alcohol  



An emerging concern: e-cigarettes and marijuana 

One-third of high school e-
cigarette users report having 
used their vaping device for 
recreational marijuana. 
 



Growing Concern with Lung Injuries 
● As of February 4th, 2020, a total of 2,758 hospitalized EVALI cases or deaths have been reported 

to CDC from all 50 states. 64 deaths have been confirmed in 28 states. 
○ Median Age of patients: 24 years and ranged from 13-85 years. 
○ 15% of patients were under 18 years old. 
○ 66% male 

● In Minnesota confirmed or probable cases: 141 
○ Confirmed deaths: 3 

● In Scott County confirmed or probable cases: 4 
● Vitamin E acetate strongly linked to outbreak, complex investigation 
● Wide variety of substances and products 
● 82% reported using  THC-containing products 
● 57% reported using nicotine-containing products 
● One thing in common: e-cigarette and vaping devices 

 

 

 



Effects on Brain 
Development  



Nicotine is Highly Addictive 



Nicotine harms brain development as teens grow 

No amount of nicotine is safe 
for youth. 

Youth nicotine exposure has 
negative implications for 
learning, memory, and 
attention span. 



The brain is not fully formed until early to late 20’s 

● Female brain develops at  
21 years old  

 

● Male brain develops at 
25-28 years old 

 



Federal Tobacco-21 
& Flavor 
Restrictions 



Federal update on T-21 & Flavors  

● Minimum sales age 21 is effectively immediately, including in tribal 
jurisdictions 

● Could take FDA 270 days to have “written rules” (9 months) 
● If there is a retailer reported selling under the age of 21, it should be 

reported to the FDA 
● Pre-filled flavored pods EXCEPT menthol and tobacco are no longer sold 

○ This ban is only temporary until FDA reviews the products 

 

 

 

 

  

 





Gaps in Federal Legislation of Flavors   

● Still legal, available, and accessible 
○ Disposable, one time use e-cigarettes  
○ Vape juice in containers (15,000 flavors) 
○ All smoking devices  
○ Juul pods in tobacco and menthol  

● Only a partial flavor ban from the federal government  

 

 



Close to home? 
Minnesota Student 
Survey Data in  
Scott County 



Use of any tobacco products, including e-cigarettes and hookah, 
at least once in the past 30 days 

8th: 173 children 

9th: 268 children 

11th: 367 children 

 

Total: 808 children 



Perceived Risk from using substances-8th, 9th, 11th grade 



Perceived Risk from using substances-8th, 9th, 11th grade 



Student Experience  



Call to Action 



Full Ban on All Sales of E-Cigs/Flavors  
 

● St. Louis Park did so on January 6, 2020 

 

 



Full Flavor Ban 



Exit Packet 



Thank you! 
Jayme Carlson, BS 
Scott County Public Health 
jcarlson@co.scott.mn.us 
 
Katie Moras, MA 
El Bosque Encantado 
Katie@ebeschool.com 
 
Judge Christian S. Wilton 
Scott County Judge 
Chris.Wilton@courts.state.mn.us 
 
 
 





Where do students get vaping products? 



Participation by grade in MSS, 2019 

Here is the participation by grade in MSS for 2019: 

 5th : 1588 students (84.9% of all 5th graders in the county) 

8th: 1727 students (88% of all 8th graders in the county) 

9th: 1743 students (84% of all 9th graders in the county) 

 11th: 1284 students (68.2% of all 11th graders in the county) 

 



E-Cigarette Aerosol Contents  



Why Tobacco 21? 
Almost 95% of addicted adult smokers started 
before the age of 21 

Prevent 30,000 Minnesota kids from becoming 
smokers over the next 15 years 

25% reduction in smoking initiation among 15-17 
year olds 

Reduce teens ability to buy tobacco products 
themselves or to access them through social 
sources 



Used substance in the past 30 days 



Sharp Increases in Youth Vaping across Grades 



Won’t youth find another way to get 
tobacco? 
75% of smokers ages 15-17 get 

tobacco from social sources. 

High School students are less likely to 

be around a 21 year old than 18 year 

old.  

 



First few:  

Edina (May 2017) - St. Louis Park (July 

2017) 

Most recent – now up to 55:  

- Stevens, Benton, Hennepin, and 

Olmsted counties (July 2019) … Wright 

County (Sept 2019) - Cities of New 

Brighton (June 2019) … Mounds View 

and Braham (Sept 2019)  



How will this policy affect tobacco retailers? 
Little impact on local businesses. 

18-20 year olds make up roughly 2% of tobacco sales. 

A business model that depends on selling deadly products to young people should not 
be protected. 



Use of flavored products 



Costs of Smoking in Minnesota 

In Scott County: 

● 5,500 adults smoke 

cigarettes 

● 1 in 6 deaths are tobacco 

related 

 



Increased Risk of Smoking 



Smoked a cigarette at least once in the last 30 days 





Why Tobacco 21? 



Why Tobacco 21? 


